
'Superman' retires 

Ardent supporter of students moves to Rapid City 
By BryAnn Becker 

Note to teenagers 
and children of Pierre: 
superman is retiring. 
The man who once per­
formed possibly every 
community service 
possible-announcing 
athletic events, playing 
the organ for church 
and the piano for Riggs 
musicians and the 
Kiwanis singers, sing­
ing with Over Forte, 
encouraging guards­
men and women, 
brightening up parents' 
and students' days, and 
g1vmg community 
members just one more 
reason to live in 
Pierre-is moving to 
Rapid Cit¥ this month. 

lives in the Black Hills 
with Parker's daughter 
Holly, serves as a big 
draw away from this 
community he's lived 
in for years. 

Parker's plans, 
however, don't include 
anything outrageous. 
"I'm just going to get 
settled and see what 
turns up," he said. 

ters from people after 
learning he's leaving. 

This superman, 
however, is not one to 
brag of his accomplish­
ments. "It's been sort of 
overwhelming ... it's 
been sort of embarrass­
ing," he said. 

Community mem­
bers did the best they 
could to add to his em­
barrassment by holding 
a retirement party for 
him in February. The 
two-hour long program 
in the Riggs gym in­
cluded performances 

and speeches by friends 
in dedication to Parker. 

They need not fret 
too much, though. He'll 
be back-to visit, any­
way. "I'll be back 
plenty of times to keep 
in touch with every­
body," he said. 

Although from the 
number of e-mails and 
letters Parker has re­
ceived, he may have 
enough trouble trying 
to actually find time for 
himself. Parker Knox 
has gotten to be a 
household name. 

Parker said he 
knows he'll be a 
wanted man in Rapid 
City if word gets out 
there's a new organist 
in town. Supennan may 
have to lay for a while 
if he ever plans to re­
tire. 

This superman, 
however, filled not 
comic book pages but 
the People page of the 
Capital Journal. Parker 
Knox, Pierre's very 
own superman, will fi­
nally take some time 
for himself after serv­
ing others. 

Parker said he' ll 
miss being at Riggs and 
with students the most. 
"I taught school for 18 
years [in Onida], but I 
missed contact with 
kids. This job [people 
editor at the Capital 
Journal] allowed me to 
continue contact with 
kids in what I like 
best-the best of both 
worlds, as journalism is 
my first love. It's about 
the perfect job," he 
said. 

Parker will leave 
behind that "perfect 
job" and hundreds of 
friends and admirers in 
the community. 

Students, teachers will miss Knox 
By BryAnn Becker 

Riggs recently 
lost one of its best 
fans to Rapid City. 
Students and teach­
ers alike will soon 
miss the familiar 
face and voice at 
events ranging from 
choir concerts to 
baseball games. 

"You have to ap­
preciate all he did 
for basketball and 
baseball announc­
ing. He's just a great 
guy," said senior 
Kyle Kurth. 

Choir director 
Will Hanson appre­
ciates all that Parker 

"Parker is an 
all-around great 
guy. "-McKayla 
Marso 

did for the Fine Arts at 
Riggs. 

"He was super-will­
ing to help whenever 
he could ... Parker 
helped me out ever 
since I moved to 
town," he said. 

Hanson said he 
could count on Parker 
and just gave him mu­
sic that he described as 
the "hard stuff' that he 
willingly played. 

Post 8 baseball 
player senior Allen 
Goodman said baseball 

games won't be the 
same without Parker. 

"He's the Harry 
Carey of Hyde Sta­
dium. We'll always 
remember him and 
miss his voice," 
Goodman said. 

Parker's person­
ality will be missed. 

"Parker is an all­
around great guy. It's 
his fun-loving per­
sonality and undying 
generosity to our 
school that makes 
him so popular with 
the students. He'll 
definitely be 
missed," 
McKayla 
said. 

senior 
Marso 

Parker's grand­
daughter Olivia, who 

Parker said he's re­
ceived almost 400 
cards, e-mails and let-

Parker Knox and Mc Kayla Marso say good-bye at his 

going-away party last month. 

Student volunteers make difference 

By Wren Bishop 

The Pierre community 
has benefitted from the ef­
forts of the Youth Involve­
ment Program (YIP). 
Started earlier last year by 
consumer and family sci­
ence teacher Darlene Neiles 
and character education di­
rector Mary Jane Nelson, 
YIP has increased its mem­
bers from about thirty to 
seventy five this year. 

YIP is a group of stu­
dents who do community 
service wherever it is 
needed. The group is actu­
ally comprised of several 
smaller groups, including 
TATU (Teens Against To­
bacco Use), Improv, Circle 
of Friends, and others. The 
group meets once a month 

to discuss projects and sign 
up for the latest work. 

"YIP is kind of like an 
umbrella program in the 
sense that if there is any­
thing in the community that 
needs work, they can come 
to us. It gives us a feeling 
of self-worth and accom­
plishment," junior officer 
Amy Brandner said. 

Recently the group re­
ceived two grants from the 
Ted Turner Foundation. 
One is for $5000, which 
they will be using to spon­
sor a school wellness pro­
gram. The second grant for 
$2500 will be used by YIP

to paint two houses for 
needy individuals in the 
community. 

One of the recent works 
is the fourth grade 

mentoring program. Instead 
of having groups go out to 
the elementary schools, 
members visit each fourth 
grade class, coming four or 
five times a semester. 

Other accomplishments 
include book buddies at 
HeadStart, crossing guards, 
food pantry workers, letters 
to troops, and book drives. 

Another special project 
is the McKinley walkers. 
YIP volunteers are on hand 
at McKinley Elementary to 
walk students under the 
bridge and provide a deter­
rent to the middle school 
students that have been ha­
rassing elementary students 
who walk the route. 

Interested students can 
contact Neiles at the high 
school. 

Week gives 

opportunity 
for display 

of pride 
By BryAnn Becker and 
Andrew Kightlinger 

Students had the chance 
to show their enthusiasm 
for their country, them­
selves, their friends and 
their school last week dur­
ing Pride Week. Student 
senate organized the week 
with each grade in charge 
of a particular day. 

On Monday, Pride in 
Country Day, students 
dressed in patriotic colors. 
National Guard representa­
tives including SFC Gary 
L. Kafka greeted students in
the morning. Stars and 
stripes were hidden around 

Teachers Bob Gill and Bruce Venner sport matching band I-shirts to 

show they have pride in their friendship during Pride Week. 

the school for students to 
find and receive a prize. 

Students dressed up in 
their best apparel for Pride 
in Self Day. Students 
dressed up like twins for 
Pride in Friends Day. They 
also had the opportunity to 
have their picture taken by 

Photography by Debbie. 
Thursday served as Pride in 
School; students dressed in 
green and white. The school 
was also decorated by se­
niors Adam Emerson, Adam 
Johnson, Andrew 
Kightlinger and Miranda 
Townsend. 
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Overcoming Obstacles 
Dealing with the unknown -'3P_, •.. , 

Facing cancer at age twelve 
By BryAnn Becker 

A
nother school year had 
ended and summer 
was just beginning for 

twelve-year-old Cleo Hilding. 
She, like other kids her age, 
looked forward to three months of 
relaxation including spending 
time with friends and just enjoy­
ing life. However, one day in early 
June the summer's hot rays turned 
into dark, bleak shadows as an 
ugly monster called Cancer stared 
at her in the face. 

rnunesy photo 
Cleo with Christine Clifford, an author who has had breast cancer and writes 

humorously about having cancer. 

The monster was found during '·

a yearly physical when Cleo's 
doctor noticed she wasn't grow­
ing. After a closer look, he discov­
ered a germinoma cell tumor in 
stage 4 (see side insert). The tu­
mor had been growing since she 
was born. Although the cancer 
was fairly advanced, it was treat­
able. 

However, the word "treatable" 
wasn't encouraging. 

"I was in disbelief to begin 
with .. .I was terrified the first 
couple of weeks," Cleo, currently 
a senior involved in drama, news­

Cleo at Sioux Valley Hospital during her fourth chemotherapy treatment. 
courtesy photo 

paper and choir, said. 

Facing the truth 
Cleo's life, and those of her 

parents, was soon sent into a spi­
ral heading for an unknown desti­
nation. Within a week of her di­
agnosis, Cleo began chemo­
therapy treatment at Sioux Valley 
Hospital in Sioux Falls. 

The process included nine 
months of therapy based on two 
months on and four months off. 
After checking in to the hospital, 
Cleo was hydrated and then re­
ceived a high dose of chemo­
therapy through tubes in the on­
cology ward at the Children's Spe­
cialty Clinic. 

When Cleo's hair started fall­
ing out after the first therapy, she 
got a wig. The other reactions of 
the drugs were not as easy to over­
come. 

Cleo said the intensity of the 
drugs caused nausea, headaches, 
hallucinations and a decrease in 
blood count. Although she said the 
doctors and nurses helped her, 
there was a limit to what they and 
others could do for her. 

"I don't know if people can 
understand if they haven't been 

through it," she said. 
Cleo, however, wishes that 

some of her friends would have 
attempted to understand more 
thoroughly. While her classmates 
started their sixth grade year, Cleo 
faced life and death. 

Cleo said that although some 
of her friends kept in touch, most 
of them, as sixth graders, couldn't 
handle it. "They didn't want to 
face it [death] .. .I felt shunned by 
a few." 

Those friends and family who 
did comfort Cleo helped her over­
come feelings of loneliness. 

"I could have floated out of 
there with all the balloons I got," 
she said. 

Keeping her sanity 
She kept a journal of her expe­

riences and feelings during 
therapy, which may have relieved 
some stress. However, it wasn't 
her main encouragement. 

"Life kept me going. I didn't 
want to die. Whether or not I was 
going to make it, I wasn't going 
to give up," she said. 

Seeing other patients in the 
ward also helped her to continue 
her battle against cancer. She 

mentioned how other patients in 
the oncology ward had given up. 

"There was a little boy named 
CJ; he was all happy at first, but 
then he would just lay there," she 
said. 

Cleo said that although she was 
angry at first, she had to accept the 
reality of the situation. 

"There's phases you get 
through-being angry with every­
thing," she said. 

Taking the next step 
After chemotherapy, Cleo went 

through another physical treat­
ment radiation phase. She re­
ceived it five days a week for six 
weeks in Minneapolis. 

Cleo's bright view on life 
shined through as she described 
this part of her treatment. 

She said the nurses would draw 
lines on her back for where the ra­
diation would go. 

"The funny thing was, it looked 
like I had a creepy tattoo back 
there-a hip radiation tattoo." 

The nurses, Cleo said, didn't 
like her very much. 

"I would pull my 'get-me­
something cord'," she said. 

Cleo said that although she had 

a "sunburn" (from the radiation) 
in the middle of the winter, the 
phase wasn't as hard on her as che­
motherapy. 

Different views 
Cleo's outlook on cancer, and 

life, has changed since that fate­
ful day in June over six years ago. 

"My first thought...the correla­
tion was 'cancer and death' ... but 
cancer is something I can beat and 
everyone else could too. You 
never know what you're made of. 
You don't have to plan for it," she 
said. 

Although Cleo has been can­
cer-free for six years, she doesn't 
take it for granted. "I check, look 
over my shoulder to see if it's 
coming." 

She still gets MRI's every six 
months to make sure the monster 
hasn't reappeared. 

Although Cleo keeps watching 
to see if the monster may return, 
she has developed her future plans 
based on her experiences with 
cancer. 

Cleo plans to attend the Uni­
versity of South Dakota and be­
come an endocrinologist. 

"I hadn't thought about medi-

cine before this. I see how good 
and bad medicine can be now." 

When thinking of the good, she 
remembers her oncologist who 
worked to give the most accurate 
medications. She also remembers 
the nurse who gave her a double 
dose of a medication that sent her 
into a coma for three weeks. 

"I want to help people and not 
screw up," she said. 

Cleo also doesn't take happi­
ness for granted. 

"You have to appreciate every­
thing, but keep an eye on life." 

Advice for others 
After experiencing the physi­

cal and emotional turmoils of can­
cer, Cleo advises cancer patients 
to keep up their spirits. 

"It's ok. You're not alone. 
Don't give up," she said. 

She also offers advice for those 
who treat cancer patients. 
"Don't pity us. That's the last 
thing we want. We're still alive," 
she said. 

There is no doubt in anyone's 
mind who meets vibrant, expres­
sive Cleo Hilding that she is any­
thing but alive and thriving on 
each new day. 












